PROGRAM ANIMAL CARE 602

POLICY

It isthe palicy of the Board to recognize the educationd vaue of caring for and usng animas within the
dassoom and to provide them with a ssfe and hedthy environment.

\ministrati i

1 It is the responghility of the gppropriate Superintendents to adminiger this policy in accordance
with the Anima Care Procedures Manud 602-A.

2. It is the respongibility of prindpas to ensure teechers who use animals in experiments or as pets
in thar dassrooms follow the procedures outlined in this palicy.
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PROGRAM ANIMAL CARE 602-A
PROCEDURES MANUAL
A. GENERAL
1. The procedures for the humane trestment and care of animdls in the dassoom are

basad on the Animds for Research Act, which dedls with the use of animdsin research
fadliies While schools are not required to be regigered with the government as
research fadllities it is expected that gaff will follow the intent of the Act, asreflected in
this palicy, when usng animasin the dassroom.

For the purpases of this document "animas’ refersto birds, turtles, snakes, lizards, and
those living animds thet are commonly kept as dassroom pets, such as earthworm and
ant colonies, rats, gerbilsand mice.

The Common Curriculum, Outcome #M44, can be achieved in full or in pat by
invalving dudents in the regponghbility of looking after dassoom animds  The
gopropriate objectives within the Common Curriculum are asfallows

a Objective M44 (Math, Scence and Technology)
Grade 3 - invedigate the nesds of living animds by caring for them (eg., care
for animds and plantsin the dasssoom and & home)

b) Grade 6 - andyze different ways in which humans treat living things (eg,
discusstrapping, anima usein agriculture, trestment of pets)

C) Grade 9 - evduae waysin which living things are useditrested by sodety (eg.,
ressarch and evduae the treatment of animds in pet dores, zoos and
commerdd aguarig the use of living thingsin exparimeants)

Teachars wishing to use animds in the dassroom should refer to and be familiar with the
gopropriate sections of Martin's Crimina Code, as outlined in 602-B.

In addition, for comprehengve information on animd feading, care and maintenance,
teachers should refer to the Canada Council on Animd Care's Guide to the Care
and Use of Experimental Animals, and other resources liged in 602-C and 602-
E

B. ANIMAL CARE COMMITTEE

3.
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The Boards Animd Care Committee dhdl indude an dementary and sscondary
principd and a veterinarian.

The Committee will adhere to the regulations under the Animals for Research Adt, as
they goply to school boards as wdl as the Canadian Counal on Animd Care
Guiddines

Committee members will megt annudly to coordinete and review the adtivities and
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PROGRAM ANIMAL CARE 602-A
PROCEDURES MANUAL

procedures rdaing to the care of animds in the dassroom, induding the sandards of
care and fadlities for such animas.

4, As part of coordinating these activities and procedures, Committee memberswill:

a review this policy and its procedures;
b) review the goplications for use of animasin the dassroom, initidly gpproved by
principds.

5. Committee members will be avaladle to prindpas and teachers for conaultation
pUrpOSES.

C. RESPONIBILITY OF PRINCIPALS

1. When congdering requess to use animds in dassooms, prindpas mug ensure that
teachers have adeguate knowledge and commitment to secure the wdl-bang of the
anmas

2. a Principds are regpongble for ensuring, to the best of their ability, that animdsin
the dassroom are trested humandly.

b) Animas mugt be kept in gppropriate fadilities (cages, tanks, etc.), provided with
adequate feed and water, and groomed and cleaned as necessary to prevent
disease or didress

C) On aregular bads, therefore, principalS'designates must obsarve the qudlity of
animd care in their schoals, provide feedback to teachers and respond to any
concerns.

d) If there is evidence of insufficent care of animdsin a dassoom, principds will
revoke permisson for ther use,

D. RESPONIBILITY OF TEACHERS

1 If wishing to use animdls in the dassroom, teechers will, in advance, satidfy principas
thet the animals will be cared for in a humane manner and thet the fadlities within the
classoom are adeguate for the hedth and sifety of theanimas Teacherswill complete
the "Reguest to House Animds in a Classoom” Form 602-1 and submit it to ther
Pindpd.

2. When sdecting gppropriate animas for the dassroom, teachers should refer to the
chat, "Quitability of Animds in the Classoom” 602-2. In addition, teachers must
congder the fallowing:
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ANIMAL CARE 602-A
PROCEDURES MANUAL

©)

ability to ensure the hedth and sfety of theanimdl at dl times

hedth issues, such as dlergies of sudents or other gaff members; in the evert
that a dudent or daf member has an dlergic reection to a dassroom animd, it
will be removed from the schodl;

maintenance codts, induding routine fesding and care and trestment of illness of
theanimd,;

legd obligation to care for such animds under the Animals For Research
Act and Martin's Criminal Code.

the normd life spen of the animd and its eventud digpostion beyond the
classroom

3. Teechers will indruct and demondrate to sudents the proper care and handling of any
dassoom animdl.

4 3

b)

Animals mugt be observed on a daly basis to check that they appear hedlthy,
feed and water are available and room and/or water temperature remansin an
acceptable range.

Dally observations will indude weekends if this is necessry to ensure the
auviva of theanimes

As an dternate measure to weekend obsarvations, teachers may want to meke
prior arrangements with parents of sudents in their dass to temporarily house
an animd over the weskend. If this occurs, the teacher must be stidfied thet
the animd will be sfdly trangported between the schodl and home. A it of
proper care techniques provided for the sudent and parents will help to ensure
that the animd recaives the proper care.

5. Animas mug be caged or supervised. They may rot roam fredy in a schod for
extended periods of time,

6. Expariments involving dassoom animds are discouraged.  Any expariment involving
these animds, however, mugt comply with the Animals for Research Act and the
Guide To the Care And Use Of Experimental Animals.

7. Regulaions governing the use of animds in science fairs are induded in Regulaions for
Anima Expearimentation, 602-D.

8. Taking wild animds from ther home environmernt is discouraged.  If this is done
however, they should be returned within 24 hours
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10.

11
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Animds in the dassoom mud be mantaned in a manne to prevent diseese or
unplanned pregnancy, whenever possble

Dead animas mugt be disposad of in an effective and sanitary manner.

St may bring in animals for Sngle days with the permisson of the principd.



Didrict School Board No. 18 602-1

Once signed by the teacher and approved by the principal, a copy of this form must be kept on file by the Principal until September 1 of the
next year.

School Teacher

Grade/Department Prindpal

Name of "backup” teecher who will assume responshility for the care of the animd(s) when the gpplicart is
unavaladle

Type of animd(9 Sex Number

Source of the animal(s). Name and address are required. (The capture of wild animals is discouraged. These should be
returned to their home environment within 24 hours)

Brief rationale for having the animal(s) in the classroom. [f the animal(s) is/are to be used in any kind of experiment,
including maze experiments, adetailed explanation must accompany this application.

What will happen to the animal(s) at the end of its stay in school ?

Declaration of the teacher applying to house an animal in the dassroom, and of the " backup"
teacher:

1 | have read and will comply with the regulations of the DSB No. 18 Animal Care Policy. | redlize that the treatment
of classroom animal is covered under the Animals For Research Act and am | aware of the provisions in Martins
Crimina Code.

2 Provision will be made for daily observation and care.

3. I will train my students in the proper handling and care of the animal(s) and will do my utmost to ensure the well
being of any animals under my supervision.

4, I will check that the animal(s) will not cause an adverse health hazard for students and others who might be

affected, before bringing the animal into the school.
Teacher Backup Teacher

Prina pal | support this application and have made the following agreement with the teacher regarding costsinvolved in
housing the animal(s).
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602-2

young children. Best kept in pairs of the same sex from
birth.

Anmd Comments Recommenddion
Red-Eared Sider Live 15-20 years, grow to 30 cm, need alarge and Not recommended.
Turtles gpecid environment. Can Joreed sdmondloss

Acogptable for aday vigt, children must wash hands
dter handing.

Hamders Live 2-3 years. Easy to feed and maintain but are Not recommended.
nocturnd and proneto nip.

GuineaFAgs Live5-7 years, easy to feed, sociable, awake during the | Recommended.
day. Bedt kept in pairs of the same sex from birth. Probably the best
Need exercise and alarge hebitat. classroom pet.

Gerhils Live4-6 years. Easy to feed, sddom hite, active day Recommended for
and night. Fagt moving difficuit for young children to older sudents.
handle. Need large habitat, 20-23°C. Keep in parsof
the same sex from birth.

Rabbits Live 7-12 years, gredt variety of Szes, easy to feed, Recommended for
socidble, awvake during the day, requireacdm older gudents. Dwarf
environment, alarge habitat and exercise outsde the breeds require less
hebitat each day. room.

DomedicRatsand | Live4-6 years, sociable, easy to feed, sedom bite, Recommended for

Mice intdligent, curious adtive day and night. Difficult for older sudents.

Wild exatic species

Not to be kept inthe
dassoom.

equipment isavailable

Wild indigenous These gpedies are dwindling in numbers Toberegurned to

animas (nakes thar home

lizards, frogs etc) environment within 24
hours.

Chicks Nead specid equipment Not recommended.
Provison mus be
mede for returnto a
farm before the eggs
are obtained.

Birds There are many hedth problemsin humansassodated | Not recommended.

with birds
Fsh Fsh are easy to look after when the correct Recommended.
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602-B

MARTIN'SCRIMINAL CODE, 19%4

Thisis part of aFederd Saute, in the Criminal Code of Canada, which is enforced by the Ontario Provincid
Police

446. (1) Every one commits an offence who
(@ wilfully causes ar, being the owner, wilfully pemits to be caused unnecessary pain,
uffering or injury to an animd or bird,
(b) by wilful neglect causes damage or injury to animas or birdswhile they are being driven or
conveyed,
(©) being the owner or the person having the custody or control of a domestic animd or abird
or an animd or bird wild by nature thet is in captivity, aandons it in digress or wilfully
neglects or failsto provide suitable and adequate food, weter, shelter and carefor it;

(2 Evearyone who commits an offence under subsection (1) is gquilty of an offence punihable on
ummary conviction.

(3) For the purpases of proceedings under paragraph(1)(a) or (b), evidence that a person faled to exercise
ressonable care or supervison of an anima or a bird thereby causing pain, suffering, dameage or injury was
causad or was parmitted to be caused wilfully or was caused by wilful neglect, asthe case may be.
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602-C

RESOURCESACCOMPANYING THISPOLICY DOCUMENT

Reference is made in the document to:

Animals for Research Act, Revised Statutes of Ontario, 1990, Chapter A.22, April 1993
Canadian Coundl on Animd Care. Guide to the Care and Use of Experimental Animals. 2
Volumes. Ottawa, Ont.: CCAC 1980-1984.

Volume 2 of this Guide contains detailed information on the characteridics and reguirements
of many animasthat ateacher might be conddering for dassoom use

Other resources worth consdering include-
Humane Leader, Newdetter of the B.C. Humane Education Society, Fal 1994

The Classroom Pet: Ddight or Dissster, Massachusdtts Sodety for the Prevention of Crudty to
Animds

Humane Education: atwo pat series by David Sdby; reprinted with permisson from Green
Teacher, Vols. 39 and 40.
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602-C

RESOURCESACCOMPANYING THISPOLICY DOCUMENT

Reference is mede in the documentt to:
Animals for Research Act, Revisad Statutes of Ontario, 1990, Chapter A.22, April 1993
Canadian Coundl on Animd Care. Guide to the Care and Use of Experimental Animals. 2
Volumes. Ottawa, Ont.: CCAC 1980-1984.

Volume 2 of his Guide contains detailed information on the characterigtics and reguirements
of many animasthat ateecher might be conddering for dassroom use

Other resources worth consdering include-
Humane Leader, Newdetter of the B.C. Humane Education Society, Fal 1994

The Classroom Pet: Ddight or Disagter, Massachusatts Sodiety for the Prevention of Crudty to
Animds

Humane Education: atwo pat series by David Sdby; reprinted with permisson from Green
Teacher, Vols. 39 and 40.
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602-D
YOUTH SCIENCE FOUNDATION

REGULATIONSFOR ANIMAL EXPERIMENTATION
IN SCIENCE FAIRS

1 Biologicd expaimentaion is essantid for an underdanding of living processes Such sudies should
leed to a regpect for dl living things Cgpable Sudents, anxious to pursue carears in biologica
stences mudt receive the necessary encouragement and direction.  All aspects of the project
must be within the comprehension and capabilities of the student undertaking the
study.

2. Lower orders such as bacteria fungi, protozoa and insscts can reved much badc biologica
information. If experiments are to be conducted on living subjects for Science Fair projects then only
lower orders of life may be usad.

3. Vertebrate animals are not to be used in experiments for projects for Science Fairs,
with the fallowing exceptions

a) Obsarvations of normd living pettens of wild animdls in the free living Sate or in zoologicd
parks, gardens or aguaria
b) Obsarvaions of normd living patterns of pets, fish or domegtic animas

4. No living vertebrate animal shall be displayed in exhibitsin Science Fairs.

5. Cdls such as red blood cdls, other tissue cdls plasma or serum purchased or acquired from
biologica supply houses or research fadilities may be used in Science Fair projects.

6. Observationd type sudies only on chicken egg embryos may be used in Sdence Far projects. I
norma egg embryos are to be hatched, satisfactory humane condderations must be mede for digposa
of the chicks. If such arrangements cannot be made, then the chicken embryos must be destroyed on
the 19th day of incubation. No eggs cgpable of hatching may be exhibited in Science Fars

7. All experiments shdl be carried out under the supervison of a competent science teecher. It shdl be
the responghility of the qudified stence teecher to ensure the sudent hes the necessary
comprehenson for the Sudy to be undertaken. Whenever possble, pecificdly qudified experts® in
thefidd shdl be consuited.

* for informetion and names of qudified expertswriteto:

Canadian Coundil on Animd Care Y outh Science Foundation
151 Sater Street Animd Care Committee
Suite 1105 151 Sater Street, Suite 302
OTTAWA, ON K1P5H3 OTTAWA, ON K1P5H3

Accepted by Regiona Representatives, Canada-Wide Science Fair May 23, 1975.
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602-E

CANADIAN COUNCIL ON ANIMAL CARE
GUIDING PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE USE OF ANIMALSIN THE
CLASSROOM AT THE PRE UNIVERSTY LEVEL

l. PURPOSE

These guiding principles have been prepared by the Canadian Counal on Animd Care. They are
recommended for use of Departments of Education and Boards of Education across Canadain order
to ensure adequate safeguards exist for the proper care and use of animds in exparimentation in the
dassoom, in the schoals, in ther jurisdiction.

These guidelines are not for use by students preparing projects for exhibit in Science
Fairs. Students preparing projects for Scence Fars mugt adhere to the Youth Scence Far
Regulaions for Animd Experimentations, prepared and digtributed, by the Y outh Science Foundetion,
Suite 302, 151 Sater Street, Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5H3.

1. PHILOSOPHICAL CONSDERATIONS

Bidlogicd experimentation invalving animds in the dassroom is essantid for an understanding of living
proceses. Such sudies should lead to arespect for dl living things All aspects of the sudy must be
within the comprehension and cgpatilities of the Sudent undertaking the study.

Lower orders of life are preferable subjects for expearimentation a the pre-univarsty levd. Such

lower orders as becteria, fungi, protozoa, and insects can reved much basic biologicd informetion,
and they should be used for experimentation, wherever and whenever possble

1. CARE OF EXPERIMENTAL ANIMALS

Thecareof e<per|mentd awlmalsmthesx:hool should embody the prindiples laid down in the Care of
aimenta ds A Guide for Caneda, as prepared and digtributed, by the Canadian Council on

Thefdlowing principles are necessary in order to provide optimd animd care:

A. The maintenance of animds in a dassoom shared by sudents on a long term bedis is not
recommended. Theaefore animd quaters soedficdly for housng of animds should be
provided.

B. All expaimentd animds used in teeching programs mugt be propaly cared for. Animd
quarters should be made comfortable by provisons for sanitation, protection from the
dements and have auffident space for normd behaviourd and podurd requirements of the
goedes The living quarters shdl have surfaces thet may be easlly deaned, good ventilaion
and lighting, well regulated temperatures and cages of suffident Sze to prevent overcrowding.
Animas mug be protected from direct sunlight or other environmentd factors which may
digurb the wdl-being of the animdl.

602-E
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CANADIAN COUNCIL ON ANIMAL CARE
GUIDING PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE USE OF ANIMALSIN THE
CLASSROOM AT THE PRE UNIVERSTY LEVEL

C. Food should be pdaable of sufflaent quantlty ad bda’lceto mantan agood dandard of

drmklng water shall be available at all times. Contanersfor food and water should
be of adesign, made spedificaly for that purpose

D. Caolonies and animd quarters shdl be supervisad by a stence teecher experienced in animd
cae. The sudents and cother animd care daff shdl be trained and required, to handle the
anmas gantly and humandy.

E All animas mugt be digposed of in a humane manner. If euthanasa has to be carried out, an
goproved humane method mugt be usad and carried out by an adult experienced in the use of
such procedures.

F. Theuse of animas mugt comply with existing locd, provindd or federd legidation.
G The procurement and use of wild animds and birds must comply with the Migratory Birds
Convention Act of Caneda, the Convention on Internationd Trade on Endangered Species of

Wild Fauna and Hora (raified by Order In Counal, duly 3, 1975) as wdl as any exiding
legidation & the Provindd levd concerned with wild animals and exatic pedies

V. EXPERIMENTAL STUDIES
A. All experiments should be carried out under the supervision of a conrpetent science teacher. It
is the responshility of the qudified science teacher to ensure the sudent has the necessary
comprehengon for the Sudy to be undertaken.

B. Students should not be dlowed to take animas home to carry out experimenta dudies Al
gudiesinvalving animas mugt be carried out in asuitable arealin the schodl.

C. All sudents carrying out projects involving ver tebr ate animals must adhereto thefalowing
quiddines

1. No experimentd procedures shdl be atempted on averteorate animd that should
ubject it to pain or diginct discomfort, or interfereswith it's hedth.

2. Students shdl not perform surgery on verterate animals

602-E

CANADIAN COUNCIL ON ANIMAL CARE
GUIDING PRINCIPLESGOVERNING THE USE OF ANIMALSIN THE
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CLASSROOM AT THE PRE UNIVERSTY LEVEL

3. Expeimenta procedures Shdl not involve the use of:

a microorganisms which can cause diseesesin man or animals

b) ToniZng Tadiaion

C) cancer producing agents

d) drugsor chemicdsat toxic leves

2) doohd inany form

f) drugs that may produce pain

0 drugs known to produce adverse reasons, dde effects or cgpable of

producing birth deformities

4. Expaimentd trestments should not indude dectric shock, exercise until exhaudtion, or
other disressng gimuli.

5. Behaviourd dudies should use only rewad (pogdtive reinforcement) and not
punishment in training programs

6. If egg embryos are subjected to experimenta manipulaions, the embryo must be
destroyed humandy two (2) days prior to hatching. If norma egg embryos are to be
hatched, satidfactory humeane congderations must be made for digposd of the young

birds.

D. The use of anaesthetic agents, by sudents, is not recommended and in the case of some
anaesthetics nor permitted by law.

E Information on the care, housng and management for individud soedes as wdl sitable
expaiments for use a the pre-universty levd, may be obtained from the Canadian Coundl on
Animd Care, 151 Sater Stregt, Suite 1105, Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5H3.
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